Teaming Up With the Tampa Bay Rays to Promote Lightning Safety

Capitalizing on the recent success of the Tampa Bay Rays Major League Baseball Team, the Tampa Bay
Area NWS office teamed up with tiRaysand local media to promote lightning safety on Sundhyne

22" 2008. Lead Forecaster Mike Cantin contacted team officials in late April about working with the
team to promote lightning safety durirggRays gamelnitial plans included creating a public service
announcement to be plad during the game, and subsequent games during the summer. Due to

staffing constraintsthe PSA was not prodad before the NWS and two memisof the BayNewsStaff

set up a booth at th&ays game on June™2

Joe Wisinski, Mike Cantin, and
Jenniér Steffen posing by the booth

The Rays vs. Astro

The booth was locatepist inside one of the main gates to enter Tropicana Field with thousands of fans

passing by beginning 2 hours before game time, and lasting into"tliering. Many items were

featured at the booth including information about lightning safety, planfiorchurricanes, cloud charts,
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fans and handing out brochures and a lightning safety bookmark created by BayNews9. Plans are to

complete the PSA during tteammer for use this year, and in the future. Just under 20,000 fans

attended the game.



